
Art Fabrication Tool Kit: 

This is a selection of the most essential 
tools for my studio practice. I keeps these 
in close orbit at all times while working. 
They are in a sense an extension of my 
body when I work out quick ideas. I 
wouldn’t dream of showing up without at 
least this basic kit. When traveling on a 
plane, I may omit a few items, but other 
than that you will find all these in my cart.  

*Note: The following descriptions are 
subjective personal opinions.  

I tried to link to the place where I 
purchased these items so that I’m not 
intentionally endorsing any particular vender. 

Enjoy. 

—Nick  



#33 Nantucket Diddy Bag 
By Nantucket Bag Company 
Cost $98 

This bag is rad! Unzipped you can hang 
it up on the side of your cart. I ended 
up painting this one, partly for fun and 
partly because the black color makes it 
hard to see what's in it. Get it in a 
lighter color!  

https://nantucketbagg.com/collections/frontpage/products/canvas-tool-bag-nantucket


#33 Nantucket Diddy Bag 
By Nantucket Bag Company 
Cost $98 

All zipped up. 

You can hide your phone in the outside 
pocket. 

https://nantucketbagg.com/collections/frontpage/products/canvas-tool-bag-nantucket


#34 Canvas Zipper Tool Bags 
By Klien Tools  
Cost $35 set of 4 

These little canvas bags are handy but 
it’s annoying you can’t see what is 
inside at a glance. I wound up painting a 
list on the outside. 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B000MKDUKU/ref=sspa_dk_detail_9?psc=1&pd_rd_i=B000MKDUKU&pd_rd_wg=ohag0&pd_rd_r=B0DGZ15SG98HA8HF2K1M&pd_rd_w=eycWG


#34 Canvas Zipper Tool Bags 
By Klien Tools  
Cost $35 set of 4 

#26 Portable Socket Set  
By GearWrench 
Cost $28  

This little socket set is super handy. It 
holds a wide range of drivers so they 
are easy to locate. It’s also cool that it 
has a ratcheting right angle screwdriver 
option for tight spots. The only lame 
thing is the case breaks and wont stay 
shut, so you end up needing a rubber 
band.

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B000MKDUKU/ref=sspa_dk_detail_9?psc=1&pd_rd_i=B000MKDUKU&pd_rd_wg=ohag0&pd_rd_r=B0DGZ15SG98HA8HF2K1M&pd_rd_w=eycWG
https://www.amazon.com/GearWrench-85035-35-MicroDriver-Set/dp/B0062FSAVI/ref=sr_1_21?s=hi&ie=UTF8&qid=1526780489&sr=1-21&keywords=gearwrench


#35 Cheap Safety Glasses  
By unknown 
Cost $10 for a set  

#36 Welding Hat 
By Comeaux Caps  
Cost $7-15  

Ever notice welding hats often have 
flowery and outlandish patterns? Rumor 
has it that this stems from a time when 
the most readily available flame-retardant 
fabric was baby curtains. Welders would 
recycle them into hats so they wouldn’t 
burn their hair off. At least that’s what 
they told be at Tolman Mfg & Supply in 
Boston. My favorite shop. They sell 
welding supplies, practical jokes and 
kittens. 

#37 Hearing protection  
By 3M  
Cost $19.99 

I just assume 3M is the best…

http://comeauxcaps.com/
https://goo.gl/maps/mqf8gb2eY1T2


#1 Cordless Drill and Impact Driver 
By Milwaukee but I suggest you replace 
it with Makita  
Cost $175-275 

Everyone needs a combo kit with a drill 
and impact driver, so just get one! if 
you really really don’t think you will use 
it a lot, then i suppose you could settle 
for just getting the drill. But why not 
pay another $50 and get the kit? 

Milwaukee worked for me for a while 
but then the batteries started to go.  
I tried a Makita version and it’s much 
smoother and more powerful. Try to get 
one with a metal chuck and try to get 
a soft bag instead of the stupid plastic 
cases that take up a ton of space and 
won’t close if you try to put other stuff 
in there with them. 

Acceptable brands:  
Makita 
DeWalt  
Milwaukee  

Don’t even think about getting:  
Ryobi 
Skill  
Black and Decker 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01IB4NALM/ref=psdc_9022404011_t5_B01LZ5I02O


#24 12-Inch Tongue and Groove Plier 
By Channellock 
Cost $16  

#25 Hex L-Key Set 
By Wiha 
Cost $45 

#26 Portable Socket Set  
By GearWrench 
Cost $28 

#27 6 in 1 Screwdriver 
By Lutz  
Cost $7 

#28 Spud Tool  
By unknown  
Cost $5-10 

Essential tool for aligning holes when 
assembling large steel structures. 
  
#29 Adjustable Wrench 
By Crescent 
Cost $14 

Just a little guy.

https://www.homedepot.com/p/Channellock-12-in-Tongue-and-Groove-Pliers-440/100002119
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B00XIPWREG/ref=sxts_bia_sr_1?pf_rd_m=ATVPDKIKX0DER&pf_rd_p=3182441022&pd_rd_wg=SS3lB&pf_rd_r=7FHZ4GQKZ9DEV8PTPDZR&pf_rd_s=desktop-sx-top-slot&pf_rd_t=301&pd_rd_i=B00XIPWREG&pd_rd_w=Y1a50&pf_rd_i=hex+key+wrench+set&pd_rd_r=0VKBZNZ2J7F8SV1CN5K0&ie=UTF8&qid=1505362883&sr=1
https://www.amazon.com/GearWrench-85035-35-MicroDriver-Set/dp/B0062FSAVI/ref=sr_1_21?s=hi&ie=UTF8&qid=1526780489&sr=1-21&keywords=gearwrench
https://www.amazon.com/Lutz-26030-6-in-One-Screwdriver-Orange/dp/B004E6I008/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1505363216&sr=8-2&keywords=lutz+6+in+1+screwdriver
https://www.homedepot.com/p/Crescent-6-in-Adjustable-Wrench-Chrome-Cushion-Carded-Sensormatic-AC26CVS/203161655


#2 12” Combination Square (4 piece set)  
By Starrett 

Cost $214 

#3 Magnetic Torpedo Level 

By Stanley 

Cost $6 

#4 4" double square  

By PEC Tools 

Cost $45 

#5 Vernier Caliper (cheapy) 

By General  

Cost $10 

#6 Laser Measure 

By Bosch 

Cost $89 (discontinued)  

#7 Mechanical Pencil 

By Paper Mate  

Cost $9.99 for a box 

#8 Fine Tip Sharpie 

By Sharpie 

Cost $12 for a box 

#9 FatMax Tape Measure 

By Stanley 

Cost $17 

#10 Self-Leveling Cross-Line Laser 

By Bosch  

Cost $129 

#11 Steel Compass with Pencil Holder 

Vintage 

Cost unknown 

#12 Steel Dividers  

Vintage 

Cost unknown  

#13 Chalk Line  

By IRWIN Tools 

Cost $9.08 

#14 Magnetic Stud Finder 

By CH Hanson 

Cost $7.60 

* Notes on next page

https://www.amazon.com/Starrett-C435-12-4R-Combination-Heads-Chrome/dp/B000KUA2OO/ref=sr_1_3?s=hi&ie=UTF8&qid=1526786425&sr=1-3&keywords=starrett+combination+square
https://www.amazon.com/Stanley-43-511-Magnetic-Resistant-Torpedo/dp/B000BQR7TU/ref=sr_1_1?s=hi&ie=UTF8&qid=1505359731&sr=1-1&keywords=magnetic+bubble+level
https://www.amazon.com/PEC-Tools-7104-404-Double-Square/dp/B01LYH9LEL/ref=sr_1_4?s=hi&ie=UTF8&qid=1505359988&sr=1-4&keywords=Double+square
https://www.amazon.com/General-Tools-722-English-Vernier/dp/B00004T7UE/ref=sr_1_1?s=hi&ie=UTF8&qid=1505360244&sr=1-1&keywords=general+722+tools+caliper
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B001U89QBU/ref=emc_b_5_i
https://www.amazon.com/Paper-Mate-SharpWriter-Mechanical-Pencils/dp/B00N2XH8TI/ref=sr_1_cc_3?s=aps&ie=UTF8&qid=1505360332&sr=1-3-catcorr&keywords=yellow+mechanical+pencil
https://www.amazon.com/Ultra-Sharpie-Permanent-Markers-12-Count/dp/B01N5EQIM2/ref=sr_1_5?s=office-products&ie=UTF8&qid=1505360607&sr=1-5&keywords=fine+tip+sharpie+markers
http://www.homedepot.com/p/Stanley-FatMax-16-ft-Tape-Measure-33-716Y/100018975?keyword=stanley+fat+max+16
https://www.amazon.com/Bosch-GLL-55-Self-Leveling-Cross-Line/dp/B01KM3PY8W/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1505360709&sr=8-2&keywords=Laser+level+bosch
https://www.amazon.com/STRAIT-LINE-64499-Aluminum-Refillable-100-foot/dp/B00002N6RK/ref=sr_1_3?s=hi&ie=UTF8&qid=1505361400&sr=1-3&keywords=chalk+line
https://www.amazon.com/CH-Hanson-03040-Magnetic-Finder/dp/B000IKK0OI/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1505361207&sr=8-2&keywords=Magnetic+stud+finder


#2 12” Combination Square (4 piece set)  
By Starrett 
Cost $214 

A combination square is hands down my favorite 
and most used tool. This sexy luxurious 4 piece 

set was a gift from a friend. I don’t think I 
would have treated myself this well, but i’m 
grateful to have it. Starrett may be the best US 

brand, but don’t worry. You’ll get by just fine 
working to 1/32” tolerances with the $12 combo 
square from home depot. 

#5 Vernier Caliper (cheapy) 
By General  
Cost $10 

This caliper is fine for down to 1/16. I have a 
fancy one I use for anything that needs to be 
more accurate than that, but its nice to have a 
cheap one for identifying inside dimensions and 
the wall thickness of tubing on the fly. 
Sometimes having a cheap one available is more 
useful then having a nice one packed out of 
reach in a drawer. 

#6 Laser Measure 
By Bosch 
Cost $89 (discontinued)  

Wow, If you need to draw up a gallery floor 
plan, this will measure most rooms in minutes. 
You just point and click then read the display. It 

also impresses clients and makes it so you don’t 
need a friend to hold the other end of a tape 
measure. Independence can be lonely but 

efficient. Unfortunately, it doesn’t work well in 
bright sunlight… 

#10 Self-Leveling Cross-Line Laser 
By Bosch  
Cost $129 

Find someone who loves you to buy you this as 
a gift! Considered a modestly priced laser level. 

but it’s still super super handy. The $600 
versions will shine in 360 degrees in bright 
rooms. Someday :)  

#11 Steel Compass with Pencil Holder And  
#12 Steel Divider 
Vintage  
Cost unknown 

I love these things, but unfortunately I don’t 
know where to tell you to get them. Maybe this 
Wezu would compare? Be on the lookout at your 
next flea market or when you go to Liberty 
Tool. 

#13 Chalk Line  
By IRWIN Tools 
Cost $9.08 

Used by the Ancient Egyptians to build the 
pyramids! Makes sense right? I assume this is 

an OK version for today’s standards. I don’t use 
it that much because it’s hard to be accurate to 
1/32”. 

Tip: Keep it in a plastic bag because it leaks 
and makes a mess. 

#14 Magnetic Stud Finder 
By CH Hanson 
Cost $7.60 

I didn’t learn about these until I moved to LA in 
2010. They are so simple and in my experience 
the only stud finder that works for me. You 
just wave it around the wall just grazing the 
surface until it sticks to a metal nail or screw 

and hangs there. Of course this doesn’t prove 
there is a stud, but it at least goes to a logical 
place to begin investigating. I like to then drill a 
little pilot hole and look for some evidence of 
wood on the tip of my drill bit. If you hit metal 
be careful. It could be a pipe or plate protecting 
some wires. 

https://www.amazon.com/Starrett-C435-12-4R-Combination-Heads-Chrome/dp/B000KUA2OO/ref=sr_1_3?s=hi&ie=UTF8&qid=1526786425&sr=1-3&keywords=starrett+combination+square
https://www.amazon.com/General-Tools-722-English-Vernier/dp/B00004T7UE/ref=sr_1_1?s=hi&ie=UTF8&qid=1505360244&sr=1-1&keywords=general+722+tools+caliper
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B001U89QBU/ref=emc_b_5_i
https://www.amazon.com/Bosch-GLL-55-Self-Leveling-Cross-Line/dp/B01KM3PY8W/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1505360709&sr=8-2&keywords=Laser+level+bosch
https://www.amazon.com/Precision-Steel-Compass-Pencil-Holder/dp/B006L67KN2/ref=sr_1_5?s=hi&ie=UTF8&qid=1505360846&sr=1-5&keywords=steel+compass
http://www.libertytoolco.com/
http://www.libertytoolco.com/
http://www.libertytoolco.com/
http://www.libertytoolco.com/
https://www.amazon.com/STRAIT-LINE-64499-Aluminum-Refillable-100-foot/dp/B00002N6RK/ref=sr_1_3?s=hi&ie=UTF8&qid=1505361400&sr=1-3&keywords=chalk+line
https://www.amazon.com/CH-Hanson-03040-Magnetic-Finder/dp/B000IKK0OI/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1505361207&sr=8-2&keywords=Magnetic+stud+finder


#39 Countersink  
By McMaster-Carr 
Cost $10-50 

#40 Snappy Bit  
By Make it Snappy  
Cost $13.49 

#41 Step Drill  
By Irwin 
Cost $49-100 for a set  

#42 A Selection of Commonly Used Taps 
From Baller Hardware in SilverLake.  
Cost $10 

#43 A Selection of Commonly Used Drills  
By Fast Cap  or just go to a local hardware store  
Cost $10-20 

#44 An X-Acto Knife 
By X-Acto  or go to your local art supply store  
Cost $6 

#45 Alvin Draft-Matic Mechanical Pencil  
By Alvin or go to your local art supply store 
Cost $18.21 for a set of 2  

#46 Scribe 
By Starrett or McMaster-Carr 
Cost $13.15  

#47 Cold Chisel  
By Dasco Pro  
Cost $12.96 for a set of 3   

#48 Center Punch  
By unknown but here is a good one.  
Cost $8 

#49 Magnetic Tip Holder  
By DeWalt 
Cost $ 4.97 
  
#50 1/4" Socket Adaptor for Drill 
By DeWalt 
Cost $2.34 

#51 3/8" Socket Adaptor for Drill 
By DeWalt 
Cost $2.50 

#52 A Few Extra Screw Tips 
By Makita 
Cost $7.99 for 15 pack  

* Notes on next page 

https://www.mcmaster.com/#countersinks/=1cxdze6
https://www.amazon.com/Make-Snappy-Taper-Drill-Countersink/dp/B01MRPPMBM/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1526845725&sr=8-2&keywords=snappy+bit+taper
https://www.amazon.com/Irwin-Industrial-Tools-Unibit-4-Piece/dp/B01M0G1OQY/ref=sr_1_12?s=hi&ie=UTF8&qid=1526845884&sr=1-12&keywords=irwin+step+drill+bit+set
https://www.ballerhardware.com/
https://www.fastcap.com/product/kiss-drill-bit-system#!prettyPhoto
https://www.amazon.com/X-ACTO-2-Knife-Safety-Cap/dp/B000V1QV7O/ref=sr_1_4?ie=UTF8&qid=1526846083&sr=8-4&keywords=x+acto
http://www.blueroosterartsupplies.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Alvin-Draft-Matic-Mechanical-Pencil-DM257C/dp/B001DKOQHO/ref=sr_1_4?s=office-products&ie=UTF8&qid=1526846137&sr=1-4&keywords=alvin+draftmatic+mechanical+pencils
http://www.blueroosterartsupplies.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Starrett-70A-Scriber-Hardened-Diameter/dp/B000E60N84/ref=sr_1_9?s=hi&ie=UTF8&qid=1526846467&sr=1-9&keywords=scribe
https://www.mcmaster.com/#scribing-tools/=1cxe5a0
https://www.homedepot.com/p/Dasco-Pro-Cold-Chisel-Kit-3-Piece-44/100173500
https://www.mcmaster.com/#center-punches/=1cxea97
https://www.amazon.com/DEWALT-DW2054-4-Inch-Compact-Magnetic/dp/B0000225P8/ref=sr_1_1?s=hi&ie=UTF8&qid=1526847171&sr=1-1&keywords=screw+tip+holder
https://www.amazon.com/DEWALT-DW2541-4-Inch-Socket-Adapter/dp/B0000225P4/ref=sr_1_1?s=hi&ie=UTF8&qid=1526847320&sr=1-1&keywords=dewalt++1/4%22+socket+drive
https://www.amazon.com/DEWALT-DW2542-4-Inch-8-Inch-Adapter/dp/B0000225P5/ref=sr_1_7?s=hi&ie=UTF8&qid=1526847426&sr=1-7&keywords=dewalt+3/8%22+socket+adapter
https://www.amazon.com/Makita-B-34958-Impact-Phillips-15-Pack/dp/B00E3FK850/ref=sr_1_1?s=hi&ie=UTF8&qid=1526847592&sr=1-1&keywords=makita+screw+tips


#46 Scribe 

A scribe is a must if you want to be 
able to mark accurately on metal. Even 
fine tip sharpies have their limits. Scribing 
is the way to go. 

#47 Cold Chisel  

Great for breaking the occasional weld 
that you can’t quite reach with a 
grinding wheel. Also useful for lots of 
other random stuff like chipping stone. 

#48 Center Punch  

Use this to guide your drill bits and to 
set nails. Never drill a hole in metal 
without punching it first!  

#50-51 1/4” and 3/8” Socket Adaptor for 
Drill or Impact 

These will really speed up installs, just 
be careful not to strip your bolts. 

#43 A Selection of Commonly Used Drills 
  
I don’t carry a full set of drills because 
I usually use and break the same size 
bits over and over again.  So i just 
keep a range of sizes in my kit and the 
rest in our shop organizer by Fast Cap.  

2@ 1/8” 
1@ 13/64” 
1@ 1/4” 
1@ 5/16” 
1@ 3/8”  
1@ 1/2” 

#44 An X-Acto Knife 

Always good to have around. 

#45 Mechanical Pencil 

This was a gift. I usually just use the 
cheap ones. 

#40 Snappy Bit 

It’s surprising how effortless these 
tapered drills are. And with the 
countersink attached there is no need to 
switch bits. If you want to mock things 
up fast with wood this is worth getting. 
Just be careful: they break easy. 

#41 Step Drill 

Dreamy for drilling sheet metal. Perfect 
for increasing the size of a hole one 
step at a time. Jobber drill bits don’t like 
to do that. Kinda pricey but great to 
have in the kit. 

#42 A Selection of Commonly Used Taps 

I usually only tap a few different sizes 
so i don’t even own a whole tap and 
die set. I just keep these three sizes in 
my kit and the rest in a drawer at the 
shop. 

#10-24 
1/4”-20 
3/8”-16 

Tip:They also come in handy to fix 
damaged threads! 

https://www.fastcap.com/product/kiss-drill-bit-system#!prettyPhoto


#15 File  
From JM Tools 
Cost $10  

#16 Japanese Saw  
By Gyokucho 
Cost $18.85  

#17 Putty Knife   
By Stanley? or Red Devil? 
Cost $6 

#18 Japanese Wood Chisel  
By Shinwa 
Cost $38 

#19 Utility Knife (Swivel-Lock)  
By Stanley  
Cost $6.65 

#20 End Cutting Plier (AKA: Horse Head 
Snips) 
By Channellock  
Cost $14.99  
  
#21 Wire Cutters   
By Channellock 
Cost $14.73 

#22 Wire Stripper/Cutter 
By Klien Tools 
Cost $16.18 

#23 Surform Shaver  
By Stanley 
Cost $5.91 

* Notes on next page 

https://www.google.com/maps/uv?hl=en&pb=!1s0x80c2942ea400f5a9:0x9a427ec1a2c784af!2m22!2m2!1i80!2i80!3m1!2i20!16m16!1b1!2m2!1m1!1e1!2m2!1m1!1e3!2m2!1m1!1e5!2m2!1m1!1e4!2m2!1m1!1e6!3m1!7e115!4shttps://lh5.googleusercontent.com/p/AF1QipMrSh4xqjggG7GALjCI6NklnpT11zN0bRnzEv4=w567-h320-k-no!5sjm+tools+-+Google+Search&imagekey=!1e10!2sAF1QipMrSh4xqjggG7GALjCI6NklnpT11zN0bRnzEv4&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwji4a3AkpXbAhVP6GMKHZpVC_UQoioIcjAK
https://www.amazon.com/Gyokucho-770-3600-Razor-Ryoba-Blade/dp/B000CEF5HM/ref=sr_1_5?s=hi&ie=UTF8&qid=1505107284&sr=1-5&keywords=japanese+saw
http://www.homedepot.com/p/Stanley-2-in-Nylon-Handle-Stiff-Blade-Putty-Knife-28-142/203978169
https://www.amazon.com/Shinwa-Japanese-Bench-Chisel-15mm/dp/B0037MM2VS/ref=sr_1_3?s=hi&ie=UTF8&qid=1505361931&sr=1-3&keywords=wood+chisel+japanese
https://www.amazon.com/Stanley-10-989-Contractor-Swivel-Lock-Retractable/dp/B00002X2I1/ref=sr_1_1?s=hi&ie=UTF8&qid=1505362246&sr=1-1&keywords=utility+knife+swivel
https://www.amazon.com/Channellock-357-Inch-Cutting-Plier/dp/B0000BYDYD/ref=sr_1_20?s=hi&ie=UTF8&qid=1505362334&sr=1-20&keywords=channellock+pliers
https://www.amazon.com/Channellock-337-7-Inch-Diagonal-Cutting/dp/B00004SBDC/ref=pd_sim_469_9?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=ZP45V6YYSKJVA0BG4VSK
https://www.amazon.com/Klein-Tools-11047-Stripper-Cutter/dp/B0002RI4U4/ref=sr_1_2?s=hi&ie=UTF8&qid=1505362527&sr=1-2&keywords=wire+strippers+kline&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Stanley-21-115-Surform-Shaver/dp/B00002X1ZH/ref=sr_1_1?s=hi&ie=UTF8&qid=1505362659&sr=1-1&keywords=surform+shaver


#22 Wire Stripper/Cutter 

These have little notches designed to 
strip 6 different size wires. Stop using 
your wire cutters to strip wire and just 
get a set of these. 

#23 Surform Shaver  

This is a real sculptor’s tool. It’s great 
to shape a block of foam or take a 
little off some plaster or wood. 

#18 Japanese Wood Chisel  

Ok, don’t judge, I know this thing is in 
rough shape. I really don’t do a ton of 
fine woodworking so this thing gets used 
for a little bit of everything. The good 
news is it comes back to life easily with 
a sharpening stone. 

#19 Utility Knife (Swivel-Lock)  

I like this one because you don’t need a 
screwdriver to switch the blade. It does, 
however, get jammed up pretty easy. 

#20 End Cutting Plier (AKA: Horse Head 
Snips) 

The first artist I interned for showed 
me these snips! Amazing for getting 
leverage to remove brad nails and 
staples. They are also strong enough to 
cut stainless rod, which is tough. 
  

#15 File 

Great for removing mig welding spatter. 
Just brush it back and forth. 

#16 Japanese Saw  

This tool reminds you that there is 
actually an art to fabricating. It’s super 
satisfying to make small controlled cuts. 
Great for trimming under objects close 
to the floor. Don’t try to build a house 
with it unless you have lots of time. Like 
you live on a desert island or something. 

#17 Putty Knife   

I like a really flexible one. 

Tip: Clean it well each time and every 
once in a while use your orbital sander 
to re-finish it. 



#30-31 Pry Bar   
By Dasco Pro  
Cost $9.97 for a set of 3 

This little set of levers is amazingly 
useful for all sorts of tasks. I mostly 
use them to raise heavy objects a bit 
so i can slide a shim underneath. 

#32 16 oz Ball Peen Hammer 
By Kobalt  (no longer available) 
Cost $14.98 

I’d rather have a “Martin brand 
hammer,” but I’m too cheap. I carry a 
ball peen hammer instead of a claw 
hammer because i like the control when 
tapping parts into place or center 
punching to drill a hole. We keep the 
dead blow, claw and sledge hammers on 
the wall in the shop. 

http://www.homedepot.com/p/Dasco-Pro-Pry-Bar-Set-3-Piece-91/202585548
http://www.homedepot.com/p/Estwing-16-oz-Sure-Strike-Ball-Peen-Hammer-with-Hickory-Handle-MRW16BP/203075910
https://www.amazon.com/Martin-65D-Utility-Hammer-Overall/dp/B004E3WD36/ref=sr_1_6?s=hi&ie=UTF8&qid=1526850290&sr=1-6&keywords=martin+hammer+1+lb
https://www.amazon.com/Martin-65D-Utility-Hammer-Overall/dp/B004E3WD36/ref=sr_1_6?s=hi&ie=UTF8&qid=1526850290&sr=1-6&keywords=martin+hammer+1+lb


If you don’t think your ready to start a 
full tool kit or just want to purchase 
the most critical tools first, here are the 
top five that every creative person 
needs to have close by at all times. We 
are all creative people so just get these 
NOW!



#9 FatMax Tape Measure 

By Stanley 

Cost $17 

I really like the weight of this tape measure. The 

blade is nice and wide so you can wield it like a 

sword. It extends about eight feet before it folds, 

which kinda taps into my childhood sense of play. 

Which I think they are aware of, since they describe 

it as having “Blade Armor”. The 16’ version is 
compact and since I carry a laser measure for long 

distances, I don’t need to carry a heavy 25’ tape. 
There are a lot of wimpy thin tape measures out 

there. Don’t skimp out and end up with a dubious 
measuring tool.

http://www.homedepot.com/p/Stanley-FatMax-16-ft-Tape-Measure-33-716Y/100018975?keyword=stanley+fat+max+16


#2 12” Combination Square (4 piece set)  
By Starrett, or get the cheaper option at Home 
Depot 
Cost $214 

As mentioned, the combination square is hands 

down my favorite and most-used tool. It’s like 
the six gun for fabricator cowboys. Once, I 

actually made a leather holster for mine… 

Starrett may be the best U.S. brand but don’t 
worry, you’ll get by just fine working to 1/32” 
tolerances using the $10 combo square from 
Home Depot shown below. No excuses, get one 
now! 

https://www.amazon.com/Starrett-C435-12-4R-Combination-Heads-Chrome/dp/B000KUA2OO/ref=sr_1_3?s=hi&ie=UTF8&qid=1526786425&sr=1-3&keywords=starrett+combination+square
https://www.homedepot.com/p/Empire-12-in-Combination-Square-E250/100356502
https://www.homedepot.com/p/Empire-12-in-Combination-Square-E250/100356502
https://www.homedepot.com/p/Empire-12-in-Combination-Square-E250/100356502
https://www.homedepot.com/p/Empire-12-in-Combination-Square-E250/100356502


#16 Japanese Saw  
By Gyokucho 
Cost $18.85 
  
If you’re not planning to buy any power 
saws, then having this around will at 
least get you though some simple cutting 
needs. It’s just good to have some way 
of cutting wood and other soft materials. 
It also comes apart so you can store it  
in a pouch or drawer. 

https://www.amazon.com/Gyokucho-770-3600-Razor-Ryoba-Blade/dp/B000CEF5HM/ref=sr_1_5?s=hi&ie=UTF8&qid=1505107284&sr=1-5&keywords=japanese+saw


#21 Wire Cutters  
By Channellock  
Cost $14.73 
  
My sculpture teacher in undergrad made 
me purchase these and I’m forever 
grateful. Don’t be a jerk and buy cheap 
wire cutters; get these and thank me 
later.

https://www.amazon.com/Channellock-337-7-Inch-Diagonal-Cutting/dp/B00004SBDC/ref=pd_sim_469_9?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=ZP45V6YYSKJVA0BG4VSK


#19 Utility Knife (Swivel-Lock) 
By Stanley  
Cost $6.65 
  
If you’re a true artist, you’re probably 
cutting things you shouldn’t be cutting. 
Or you probably don’t know the proper 
way to cut whatever you need to cut. I 
get it. That’s what a utility knife is for. 

Say you don’t have a cutting board and 
need to slice some fake fur directly on 
the pavement. Not a good idea, but at 
least with a utility knife you can replace 
the blade in 30 seconds and it only 
costs 25 cents. 

I like this one because you don’t even 
need a screwdriver to switch the blade. 
It does however get jammed up pretty 
easy. Get this one or any other one so 
you can continue to make bad decisions 
in your studio without ruining nice tools.

https://www.amazon.com/Stanley-10-989-Contractor-Swivel-Lock-Retractable/dp/B00002X2I1/ref=sr_1_1?s=hi&ie=UTF8&qid=1505362246&sr=1-1&keywords=utility+knife+swivel
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